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TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR PROPOSAL FOR METROPOLITAN POLICE NARCOTICS 
UNIT 

REF: BANGKOK 17213 

1. WE ARE HEARTENED BY THE MOVES THAT GENERAL PRACHUAB SUNTHAR- 
ANGKUL HAS TAKEN TO IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF, AND REDUCE THE COR- 
RUPTION IN, THE THAI NATIONAL POLICE DEPARTMENT SINCE HIS DESIG- 
NATION AS DIRECTOR GENERAL. WE, THEREFORE, WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT 
THE THAI INITIATIVE IN SETTING UP THE METROPOLITAN POLICE NAR- 
COTICS UNIT BY RESPONDING TO THEIR REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. SOME 
ELEMENTS OF THE THAI REQUEST, HOWEVER, INVOLVE FORMS OF SUPPORT 
THAT AID, IF IT WERE THE DESIGNATED FUNDING AGENCY, COULD NOT 
EXTEND. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE EA INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER 
VARIOUS NARCOTICS PROPOSALS NOVEMBER 8. THE MISSION IS IN GENERAL 
ACCORD ON SUPPORTING THE METROPOLITAN POLICE NARCOTICS UNIT, BUT 
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WOULD LIKE AT LEAST UNTIL NOVEMBER 12 TO STAFF OUT SOME OF THE 
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RAMIFICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL. 
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